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A Word from the Grand Knight 
Brother Knights, 
 It is the time of year to get energized over 
family, feasts, and friends; Knights know it and they 
show it.  Everyone appears to be more excited this 
year than ever over our up coming Turkey Raffle, 
Children’s Birthday Party for Jesus, and our own 
Christmas Party. 
 
Congratulations to our five new 4th Degree Knights; 
these guys, like so many others, are particularly 
active, which is the secret to life.  Speaking of 
active, those working the membership blitz have 
been busy and those accepting candidacy will 
continue the momentum to spread charity, unity, 
and fraternity throughout our community for many 
years to come – thanks to all. 
 
Poker night had the Family Room at St. Julie’s 
packed with players, food, and workers (watchers 
really, as Br. Rob had it all well under control).  
This was truly a great little success for its inaugural 
launch.  If more people would have had the 
opportunity to see how well this event went; I’m 
certain Issue 3 would have been taken off the ballot.  
☺ 
 
The Squires Circle is fully operational and soon to 
be bona fide! Br. Al Makselan has announced that 
he is ready to set a date for Installation of the 
Officers.  This too will be an event to remember as 
the State Installing Chaplain, Officer, and Team 
will come to N. Ridgeville for this exemplary 
ceremony. 
 
Valentine’s Day (Saturday, Feb. 13th) is the target 
for our new Winter Ball; likely a semi-formal affair.  
Our Masters of Arrangements are Br. Jeff Siefke 
and Lady Renee, who are looking for your ideas. 
 
Keep Christ in Christmas, 
 
Br. Ted Lapponi, GK 
 
 

 
 

Calendar of Events 
Nov 5 1st Degree – St. John Neumann 
Nov 5 Council 7970 Business Meeting – St 

Julie Billiart  
Nov 11 Veterans’ Day 
Nov 15 K of C Turkey Raffle 
Nov 19 1st Degree – St Peter (N Ridgeville) 
Nov 26 Thanksgiving Dinner – St Julie Billiart 
Dec 3 Council 7970 Business Meeting – St 

Peter 
Dec 6 Children’s Christmas Party 
Dec 12 Council Christmas Dinner – Wagner’s 

Inn, Westlake, OH 
Dec 15  1st Degree – St. Ambrose 
Dec 25 Christmas Day 
Feb 20 & 
21, 2010 

Two Day Men’s Renewal – St Julie 
Billiart 

Mar/Apr 
2010 

92nd  Knights of Columbus Bowling 
Tournament – Toledo, OH 

  
 

Council Membership 
 

180 Active Members 11-1-09 
 

Sign up a new member today! 
 
 

Cross Necklace Sales 
As a reminder please remember that John Pozzi is 
selling cross necklaces for $5.00 a piece.  With the 
sale of each necklace $2.00 is donated to the 
council.  Please consider the purchase of a necklace 
for yourself or a loved one.  They are of exceptional 
quality and would make a great Christmas present.  
Feel free to contact John @ 440-476-9758. 
 

 



 
  

Membership Minute 
I wanted to take some time to extend a thank you to 
everyone that helped make the October Membership 
Blitz a success.  Many brothers put in hours 
distributing literature, making announcements and 
talking to prospective new members about the good 
works and benefits of the Knights of Columbus.  
We welcome 5 new members this month as part of 
the blitz and have many others interested in learning 
more. 
  
Please keep up the focus and good work with 
recruiting as our quota has been increased to 12 this 
year we need all the new members we can get to 
continue our growth and good works that we do.  
Once again, thank you for your efforts and have a 
great holiday season. 
 
DGK Chris Nagel 
 

Newest Members – 10/15/09 
 

 
 

PTU Raffle 
The PTU is selling raffle tickers with the chance to 
win a 21” MTD snow thrower valued at $400.  
Tickets are $5.00 each or $20 for 5 tickets.  The 
drawing will be held at the Christmas Craft Bazaar 
on December 5th.  Tickets are available at the Parish 
Center or requests tickets via E-mail @ 
stgarz3@aol.com.  The snow thrower was 
graciously donated by the Home Depot. 
 
Men’s Renewal Announcement 

Plans for a men’s renewal are being finalized.  
Currently, the date to set aside is 2/20/10.  Please 
look for additional information in the weeks and 

months to come.  If you have ever considered 
making a renewal please make this year the year.  
   
Catholic Employment Network  

Are you considering changing jobs or even looking 
for work on a new career path?  Please consider 
looking into the Catholic Employment Network.  
For additional detail regarding the program and the 
benefits of the network please contact Jim Nolan. 
 

Grand Knight & Officer 
Training 

Are you interested in taking a more active role in 
your K of C council?  If you have ever considered 
looking in to becoming an officer within the council 
or plan to one day become the Grand Knight?  This 
training is meant to provide prospective candidates 
for these roles an understanding of the protocol and 
requirements for these positions. 
 
Please check the state website for upcoming classes 
and scheduled times.  www.kofcohio.org    
 

Membership Blitz  
Special thanks goes out to all Knights and their 

wives for help with the recent membership drive.  
Please continue the good work of asking a friend or 

family member to consider joining the Knights.   
 

Shining Armor Award 
Brothers, if you have not yet received your Shining 
Armor Award please know that there is still time. 
 
The requirements are: 
 
¾ Attend 3 Business Meetings 
¾ Assist with 3 Council Activities 
¾ Meet with the Insurance Agent 
¾ Make your 3rd Degree 
¾ Recruit a New Member 
 
Get your Shining Armor Award today!!!! 
If you have any questions please contact Chris 
Nagel @ 440-666-1395   

 
New Vests Available 

Former Grand Knight SK Andy Rak has new KofC 
Vests available for purchase.  Price is $25. 

 
 



 
Pumpkin Hunt / Shrimp Boil  
Please enjoy the following gallery of pictures from 
this year’s festivities.   
 

 
 
 

A Special Thanks to Brother Joe Solomon and 
family for their tireless efforts to ensure a wonderful 

event for the children and families!!!! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Children’s K of C 
Christmas Party...Its back! 

 
This year’s children’s Christmas Party will be held 
on 12/6/09 at 3:00 PM in the basement at St. Peter’s 
Church.   
 
The event is to include St. Nicholas, Santa, cake, 
prayer, songs, and more fun than can be spelled out 
here.  Please be sure to confirm your place at the 
event with Jack Nunney @ jnunney@ferrycap.com 
by 12/1/09.  The event will benefit needy children 
and families at the North Ridgeville Community 
Care. 

 
YOUR BEST FRIEND 

SHOULD BE A KNIGHT OF 
COLUMBUS 
* * * * * * * 

Rosaries on CD 
For any council brother who wishes to receive a 

copy of the singing rosary on CD please be sure to 
send and E-mail to Stgarz3@aol.com.   

 
The CDs will include all four mysteries of the 

rosary set to music and singing.  You are 
encouraged to request as many copies as necessary 

to distribute amongst your loved ones. 
 

Council Christmas Party News 
Please see the following flier for information on the 

upcoming council Christmas party. 



Hooked On Fishing 
This year the Knights once again help to organize 
the hooked on fishing not drugs program for the 

children at St. Peter school. 
 

Please enjoy the following gallery of pictures from 
the event. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Thanks to all Knights and supporters that helped to 
make this year’s event a huge success. 

 
Special Thanks!!! 

Special thanks go out to Rob Bronish for all of his 
work on the recent Texas Hold ‘em tournament.  
Rob organized the event to benefit the upcoming 

children’s Christmas Party on 12/6/09. 
 

A great time was had by all!  The event included 
refreshments for the players and helpers and of 

course the college football was on in the 
background.   

New Council Website 
If you have not already done so, please be sure to 
take a look at the new council website.  You will 

find it at www.kofccouncil7970.org  
 

Brother Bill Daw has spent many hours pulling 
together all of the detail for the site and has done a 

fantastic job.  At the site you will find council 
events, membership, newsletters, and many more 

items of interest. 
 

Thank you for all your hard work Bill!!!! 



 
Isabella Ladies 

The North Ridgeville Isabellas are active in projects 
for local nursing homes and helping with various 
charitable causes such as supplying children with 
needed school supplies, or expecting mothers with 

baby care kits, and raising funds for the local 
Birthright organizations. 

 
Please be sure to recognize the Isabella Ladies for 
all the great work they do in the community. 
 
Newest Sir Knights – 4th Degree 

Class of 2009 
 

 

 

Council 7970 Officers for 
2009-2010 

  
Grand Knight – Ted Lapponi 
Deputy Grand Knight – Chris Nagel 
Chaplain – Fr. Gonser 
Chancellor and Chairman of the Admissions 
Committee – Bill Price 
Warden – Pete Fera 
Recorder – Ed Knoblauch 

Treasurer – Dennis Mackiewicz 
Financial Secretary – Jerry Tomasheski 
Outside Guard – Gary Crone Jr. 
Inside Guard – Nick Modock 
Advocate – Gary Klemens 
3 year Trustee – Andy Rak 
1 year Trustee – Ted Stearns 
2 year Trustee – John Pohorence 
Lecturer – Paul Franz  
Vocations – Gary Klemens 
 
Retention Chairman – Brent Sisson 
  
  
Program Director: Chris Nagel, his Directors are: 

Church Program Director: Dale Grimes, 
Assist: Gary Klemens 
Community Program Director: Mark 
Moreschi, Assist: Robert Batt 
Council Program Director: John Pozzi 
Family Program Director: Steve Garapic 
Youth Program Director: Paul Franz, Assist: 
Chris Makselan 
Membership Program Director: Chris Nagel, 
Assist: Brent Sisson 

   
Awards Director – PGK Andy Rak 
  
Squires Chief Counselor - Br. Al Makselan 
  
Needed: 
 Public Relations 

 
Recruitment committee (Suggestions 
include:  Jeremy Foster, Glen Lamolinara, 
Sean Van Dyke, Ted Shaft, Gary Gillespie, 
Lou Gaeta) 
  
Lots of new members, new activities, and 
God’s blessings…. 

 
The Knights News is a bi-monthly publication printed with 
the permission of  the officers and members of Council 
7970, North Ridgeville, Ohio  
Subscription is free with membership. 
Editor and Publicity Director ---------------- Stephen Garapic  
 
Articles and news can be submitted via E-mail to: 
Stgarz3@aol.com 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Veterans Day Tribute 
 

Within our council, families, and close friends we are honored to acknowledge the bravery and sacrifice of 
those that are currently serving or those that have served our country in the past.  With Veterans Day upon us 
we must never forget those special individuals and how much they gave in order to defend this country, our 

freedoms, and our way of life.  These brave souls answered a nation’s call to service and are heroes in which we 
can all be proud.  We can never repay the debt earned by your service.  To these soldiers and all soldiers we say 

thank you and may God bless you and your families always! 
 

  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Vincent T. Farrell, Sp/4, US Army 
Vincent E. Farrell, SFC, US Army 

Christina A. Farrell, SFC US Army, retired 
Jennifer E. Farrell, Major, US Army 
Patrick D. Farrell, Captain, US Army 

Alan Schneider,  USAF Jun 1960 thru Aug 1968,  8 years,  Staff Sergeant 
Alan Schneider Jr., USMC Jun 1987 thru  (?) 1995,  8 Years  Sergeant 

Dale Grimes, CTM1 (E-6), U.S Navy 
Alan F Caruso,  US  Army,  Sp4 

Leon Nelson, S/Sgt Army Signal Corps 
Joseph Modock 1941- 1943(Died in Action) April 1943,Rank: Unknown, Coast Guard 

Paul Modock 1942-1945(Multiple Bronze Stars), Rank: SFC, Army 
Nickolas E. Modock 1962-1965, SFC, Army 

Joseph W.  Galica, SPC, U.S. Army (Father of Pat Foster) 
Patrick H.  Foster Jr., CPT,. U.S. Army 

Jon Graves, SPC, U.S. Army 
Manuel B. Dominguez, Lt. Colonel, US Air Force/US Air Force Reserve 

Manuel Dominguez Irizarry, Sergeant, US Army, Deceased 
Thomas W. Hartline, Commander, US Navy/US Navy Reserve 

James E. Smith, Colonel, US Army/US Army Reserve 
Roderick Ryan, Corporal, US Marine Corps 
Thomas Ryan, Sergeant, US Marine Corps 

John Tagmeyer, Chief Master Sergeant, US Marine Corps/US Air Force Reserve 
Richard T Garapic, Specialist 4th Class, US Army 

Nicholas Bednarchuck, Sgt, US Army  
Richard LePrevost, Airmen 2nd Class, USAF 

Jerry Tomasheski, Staff Sgt, USAF 
William F. Daw, E5 - 2nd Class Petty Officer, U.S. Navy,  1967-1973, US Naval Security Group Command 

William J. Comerford,    E-4,  U.S. Army 101st Airborne Division  1959-1962 
Henry Jankowski (now deceased)  Deacon Don's father, US Army World War II, helped build the bridge over 

the Rhine River 
Major Eric Jankowski, US Army, currently serving in Afghanistan with Task Force ODIN 

Bruce DiPaola, E-4, U.S. Army 
David Zarrelli, PGK, FDD, Us Army and Us National Guard, E-4, Vietnam Era. 

Herbert D. Sill, Rank E-5, Army 
David L. Sill (father of Herbert and deceased non-military related), Rank E-4, Navy 

Herbert A. Sill (Uncle died in WWII), E-3, Army 
George Hoffman (Uncle), E-4, Navy 

Donald E. Sager, E-3, Army 
Sean C. Reitz, E-5, US Coast Guard (Prior Service) 
Michael Reitz, E-4, US Coast Guard (Prior Service) 
Michael S. Reitz, E-3, US Air Force (Prior Service) 

John S. Waldo, E-3, US Army (Prior Service) 
Terrence G. Biddulph, E-5, US Coast Guard (Prior Service) 



Richard Rupanovic, Lt. Colonel, US Air Force (Currently Serving) 
Joseph Solomon  USAF SSGT    Vietnam 
Thomas Solomon USAF A1C      Vietnam 
William Solomon USAF A2C       Vietnam 
Keith Smith USMC CPL      Uncle   WWII 

Randy Richardson, Staff Sgt, Army 
Tito Lapponi, Combat Engineer, Army 

Harold J. Bogner, Corporal, US Army, Korea 
James L. Schneider, Rank E5, US Army 

Alfred J. Makselan, MU2 (E-5), U.S.Navy 
Robert J Campbell  1st class petty officer   Navy  ( Father WW2 ) 

Thad Campbell  Chief petty officer    Navy   ( Brother Korean war ) 
Robert J  Campbell    Corporal     Army   (Son ) 

Patrick J Campbell  BM3    Navy 
Jerry Diederich, U. S. Navy  1964 to 1968 obtained E 4 Petty. Officer  3, Aviation Machinist Mate,was attached 

to Helicopter squadrons, was a flight crew member and engine mechanic. 
Richard Barth lost his life in WW II over seas in France, while serving as Sergeant in U.S Army . 

Donald Theodore Stearns, Jr.  SFC US Army 
Donald Theodore Stearns, Sr (my father) CWO4 US Army 

William Franklin Stearns (my father's brother) CWO4 US Navy 
Hildred Dee Gober (my mother's brother) CPO US Navy 

Robert Dewayne Griffith (my wife's father) SSG US Army 
Ronald David Griffith (my wife's brother) Lt Colonel US Army 

Randolph John Griffith (my wife's brother) Corporal US Marine Corps 
   

  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Psalm 91 (King James Version) 

1He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.   2I will say 
of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.   3Surely he shall deliver thee from 
the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.  4He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his 

wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.   5Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; 
nor for the arrow that flieth by day;  6Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noonday.  7A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come 
nigh thee.  8Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.  9Because thou hast made 
the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;  10There shall no evil befall thee, neither 

shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.   11For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy 
ways.   12They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.  13Thou shalt tread upon 
the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.   14Because he hath set his love 
upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name.  15He shall call 
upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.  16With long 

life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.                                                              

 

How do we express our thanks when words simply won’t do…How do we show our gratitude when we will 
never fully understand the pressure you endured…How do we give something back never having walked a mile 
in your shoes?  We will start with a prayer for you today and each day and assure you that we will never forget 

your sacrifice and what you did for our country – The United States of America 


